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Mr. ZOHN MASON, 


SENTIMENTS 


T HE Defign of theſe Papers is to tranſmit 


to Poſterity, as remarkable an inftance 
of pure Enthuſiaſm as the Reformed World 
ever knew. | 
They are writ in Anſwer to ſeveral Letters. 
The Firſt of which defir'd a Repreſentation of 
the Matters of Fact at Water-Stratford. 
The Nezt defir'd an Account of Mr. Maſon's 
Character. 
The T hird ask'd my Thoughts of the Impulſes 
and Vifion to which he pretended, and what |. 


might occaſion them ? 
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The Laſt was, To enquire how it could be 
conſittent with the Goodneſs of God to ſuffer a 
Perſun that meant well, to be deluded ? 

The FaCtisthis, hat for Four Years, or more, 
Mr. /4afon had been a tiff Aﬀerter of our Savi- 
eng s Reign a Thy ouſand Years on Earth, and had 
Grawn a "Scheme of it in a Diſcourſe, call'd, T be 
Alig-nizht Cry ; which was Preach'd in ſeveral 
Places with creat Zeal, and receiv'd with much 
Applauſe. 

1his brought him many Followers Ten Miles 
about; and as his Hearers encreas'd for the No- 
velty of the Doctrine, ſo the Notion was con- 
tirm'd, and in time improv. 

The Reign upon Earth was to commence in 
England, and Water-Stratford was the very Spot 
of Ground where his Standard was to be {et up ; 
Thoſe who would repair thither, might find a 
fafe Retreat, but all other parts of the Nation 

would infallibly be expos'd to Fire and Sword. 

Thoſe who could heartily believe this, thought 
it their Intereſt to rehde there; and thoſe who 


had it, brought with them as many Neceflaries as 
they thought would Jaſt "till the good Time 

ſhould come. 
As for Lodgings, when his Houſe was fil1'd, 
ſome ( as I was told ) lay in the Town, and 0- 
thers 
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thers made themſelves open Partitions in the 
Barn, fearing no 1ll, becauſe they defign'd none. 

About Eaſter laſt their Netions were fix'd, and 
_ their Habitations ſettl'd. 

Here they ſpent their time, nigh an hundred — 
of them, (beſides many hundreds of well-wiſhers 
who were coming and going) in Dancing, Sing- 
ing, Praying, vc. 'till the long expe&Fed Appear- 
ance preſented it ſelf, on April the 16th. lait, a- 
bout One 1n the Morning. 

Towards the latter end of April, being at: 
Northampton, 1 call'd on. Mr. Ives, a Relation to. 

Mr. Maſon's Family, and diſcourſing on his late 
Pretences ; Mrs. Ives ſhow'd me the following. 
Letter, dated April! the 23d. which I immedi-- 
ately I ranſcrib'd. | 


April 23d. Water-Stratford.. 
Dear Couſ. Ives. 
I HE Thing which I am about to relate to you, 


ts very wonderful : I need not rehearſe what- 
Doctrines my Brother has of late ( four Years) been 
upon ; you know it has been of Chriſt's ſetting up of _ 
bis Kingdom, and that it would be uſher d in by a 
dreadful Tribulation, and that this was wery near at: 
band. But the great Thing I have ta acquaint you 
with, 


——_  - 


with, is, That on the ſixteenth day of thrs Inftant, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt did appear in this Houſe to bis 
Servant my Brother Maſon in his gioriaus Perſon. He 
was in a Crimſon Garment, his Countenance exceeding 
Beautiful, abundance of ſweetneſs and great Majeſty. 
He had the frght of him for ſome conftderable time, and 
then he was pleas'd to diſappear. I have not time nor 
ſtrength to write what I heard from him of Chriſt's glo- 
rious Perſon : He often ſays , that all the glories that 
the World ſpeaks of, are but dirt to what has appear d 
mn the face of Chriſt. Thus much I was deſtrous to ac- 
quaint you , and the re$t of my Relations with ; and 
now He and the reſt , that have had the Faith of 
Chriſt's coming, live in the immediate expectation of 
Chriſt's Appearance here , to gather to himſelf all his 
People, to preſerve them from the ſtorm that 1s coming 
upon this land. Thoſe 1 ſay that God has given this 
Faith to, are come hither , and ſing and dance before 
the Ark day and night, ſome at a time , and bid the 
Michals deſpiſe to their peril, Here has been many 
hundred of Spectators, but my Brother's advice to them 
all is daily, to go home, and ſee if they have Oyl, and 
trim their Lamps, for the Bridegroom 1s very near 
"coming. 

My Brother has had a thouſand falſe ſtories repor- 
ted of him ; and one, that he was mad ; But he never 
had any thing like it in all his Life, And t 1s not 

doubted 
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doubted but he will prove the Prophet of the Age, and 
ſent of God, as Noah was, to warn the World, and 
the Forerunner of Chrift's ſecond coming, as the Holy 
Baptiſt was of Chriſt's firſt comng ; and that Eli- 
jah in the laſt of Malachy, that was to be ſent before 
the Great and Dreadful Day. 

But I muſt conclude, That thoſe who have this Faith 
of Chriſt's coming are mean, unlearned, and contempti- 
ble Perſons, in the Eye of the World, excepting this 
Miniſter ; and that has much ſtumbled all ſorts of Peo- 
ple. God gives the Faith to whom he pleaſes ; .and at 
Chriſt's firſt commg was given to Fiſhermen, and un- 
learned poor Creatures ; and ſo He has done again, that 
no Fleſh may glory in His fight. I bave been larger 
than I thought. IT reſt 


Your AﬀeCtionate and Humble 


Servant and Kinſwoman, 


Margaret Holms.. 


Upon the reading, of this, I went on the 28th: 
of April, to vitit my old Friend Mr. Maſon at 
Water-Stratford, with whom I had been familiarly 
acquainted , twenty years before. I no ſooner 
came into his Yard, but was ſurpriz'd with the 
wildneſs of unexpected Noiſes. 

They 
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They were all finging, ſome to one tune and 
ſome to another, but ſo loud, that it could not be 
exact. 

When I enter'd the Houſe a more melancholy 
Scene of a Spiritual Bed/am (which till fills me 
with horror) preſented it ſelf; Men, Women 
and Children running up and down , one while 
ſtretching their Arms upwards to catch their Sa- 
viour in his coming down, others extending them 
forwards to meet his embraces, a third with a 
ſudden turn pretends to graſp him , and a fourth 
clapping their hands for joy they had him, with 
ſeveral other antick Poftures., which - made me 
think that Bedlam 1t ſelf was but a faint Image of 
their Spiritual Phrenſtes. All this while they were 
finging as loud as their throats wonld give them 
leave, till they were quite ſpent, and look'd black 
in the Face. 

When theſe were tird, 1n came a freſh Com- 
pany, repeating the ſame Hymns, with the like 
noiſe and w1ildneſs. | 

At this time Mr. Maſon was in a darkiſh Garret 
upon his Bed , (and dyd as I take it, within a 
Month after) and 1t was with ſome difficulty that 
I got accels to him ; (for they had deny'd ſeveral.) 

The Sifter who wrote the Letter, introduc'd me, 


but told me beforehand, that he did not care to 
talk 
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talk of his Sentiments, or Viſion ; but referr'd me 
(as to that Matter ) to his Two Witneſſes, who 
could ſay as much to it as himſelf. 

He had a Week before been troubled with a 
T>wazaye, Of a Ranula under his Tongue, which 
made him the more unwilling to talk. While I 
diſcoursd of common Matters, he heard me pa- 
tiently, but as ſoon as I enquir'd of his Viſion, he 
fign'd to his Sifter, to have me down to the TI wo 
Witnefles, who knew all his Mind. 

I went from him into a lower Chamber, where 
two Men, which they call'd the Witnefles, (but I 
ſuppoſe one was but a Deputy, becauſe I have 
fince heard, that one of the Witneſſes, who dy'd 
within-a Week after, was ſick when I was there) 
met me with many Spectators. 

The Witnefles gave me the ſame Account with 
the Letter, i hat or Lord appeared to.the Prophet, 
on the 16th of April, Wc. 

And to confirm the Truth of it, they further 
told me, LI hat, at the ſame time, two Angels ap- 
peared in white, to a Man. of their Society, as he 
was going homewards to Great- Harwood, and forc'd 
him back again. 

I ask'd the Witneſſes, What was their proper 
Buſineſs? They anſwered, with much affu- 
rance, T hat their Prophet was not to bear Witneſs 

B of 
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of himſelf; That in the Mouth of two or three 
Witnefles every Truth ſhould be eftabliſh'd ; That 
God would give Power to his two Witnefles, vc. 
But the choiceft Place was ( as I remember ) - 
4-4. 5. One ſhall ſay I am the Lord's, and another ſhall 
call himſelf by the name of Facob, and another ſhall ſub- 
ſcribe with his hand unto the Lord, and fir-name him- 
ſelf by the name of Iſrael: and fo on to the 8th. 
Verſe, Ye are my Witneſſes. 

They witneſſed, That their Prophet was the 
very Perſon ſpoken of, Rev. 1. 1. He ſent and fig- 
nified it by his Angel to his ſervant Fobn. 

They witneſſed, That Mr. Maſon was that El:- 
3ah ; that John the BaptiS} was not that Elijah that 
was to appear before the great and terrible Day, 
_ as the Baptiſt ſaid I am not ; therefore there were 
two Elijah's, and therefore fohn Maſon was one. 

They witnefled farther, That their Prophet 
ſaw our Saviour for a conſiderable time, that He 
ſaid many things, but ſpoke no words. For His Ma- 
jeſtick Looks ſaid, that he came to Judge and Con- 
demn the greateſt part of the World ; and his ſmi- 
ling Countenance ſaid, He would ſave Son, and 


the holy Ground ; that is, ſaid they, Water-Stratford 


and its Borders. 
They could not, or would not tell me, how far 
the Borders would extend, but they told me that 
| few, 
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few, that very few of this Land ſhould be Savd. 

This I thought very hard, and therefore I ask'd 
them, What would become of ſome truly pious 
Perſons, that might never hear of Water-Stratford ® 
To which they anſwered, That ſome of the Ele& 
would be hall'd thither, without their conſent, by 
Angels: Will our Saviour ( faid I) be viſible to 
all when He comes amongft you ? They reply'd; 
To very few: And as they ſeem'd to explain 
themſelves, only to the Prophet, and his Wit- 
nefles; but with the Prophet he would daily Con- 
verſe, and be very Familiar ; and His chief Reſi- 
dence would be in the Clouds. They expe Him,, 
they aflur'd me, every Minute, and therefore Day: 
and Night they are upon the Watch. When our 
Saviour has done here, He would ( they faid ) 
carry the Believers in this new Prophet, to the New 
Jeruſalem, and gather the Elect in other places to. 
them. 

When I ask'd 'em, How Mr. Maſon was affe&ted 
at the fight of our Saviour ? they had an Anſwer: 
ready, That he had not the leaft fear upon: him ;. 
which, they told me, was the fulfilling of a Pro- 
phecy, Heb. 9g. and the laſt. He ſhall appear the 
ſecond time without fin to ſalvation: 

And now I thought it time to enquire ſeriouſly.,. 
Whether it was not poſhble that their Prophet 
B 2 might: 


—_ 
EI” 


oo” 


et 


T2 An Impartial Account 


might be deceived? To which the Siſter ( who 

| had been all the while preſent) gravely Anſwer'd, 
with an obliging Accent ; O Sir, the Holineſs of his 
Life makes it impoſſible, that God ſhould permit him to 
be decerved. 

When I had given (as I thought ) a due reply 
to this, the Witneſſes confels'd, they did not much 
infiſt upon that, fince the Sprrit aflur'd both the 
Prophet and themſelves, "That He was the very 
Chriſt that appear'd to him. 

To this I return'd, That ſeveral have been as 
confident of the Spirit's impulſe as themſelves, and 
yet have been deceiv'd; and then they cited ſome- 
thing out of Dr. Owen, T hat though he that has 
not the Spirit may think he has 1t, and be deceiv- 
ed ; yet they that have it know they have it, and 
cannot be deceived. Like thoſe that are in a. 
Dream, may think themſelves awake ; but they 
that are awake are well aflurd of it. After this 
I ask'd, what Argument they had to convince the 
doubtful, who thought it a little unreaſonable to 
believe ſuch ſtrange matters at ſecond hand ? What 
Miracles, what Signs, ec. But they interrupted 
me, and in a half-paſſion anſwer'd, This was /tgn 
| ſufficient, that all ſhould be Sav'd that believ'd it, 


and they that did not, ſhould be deſtroy'd and 
damn'd. : 
This 
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| This began fo ſtir me, and I could not forbear 
ſaying, That I fear 'd they were all deluded, and that 
they would find in a little time, &c. But the Wit- 
nefles would not ſutfer me tn proceed, and,ſtarting 
up 1n a furious tranſport, told me, I would be ( I 
have forgot the Word, but am ſure it meant ) 
damn'd for my Unbelief, and ſo they avoided me. 
When I came down into their Parlour, the 
Dancers were encreas'd in that Room to Thirty, 
or more. | | 
They uſually entertain'd all ſorts of Vagabond- 
Fidlers, Singing-Boys or Wenches, and hir'd them 
to ftay with them ; becauſe they thought our Savi- 
our would have all forts of Mufick to attend Him. 
They pretended not to any Miracles, nor diſ- 
cerning of Spirits; nor need they , for they re- 
quire nothing but this Faith, ( That Chriſt has 
this Second time appear'd) in Order to Salvation. 
If I had talk'd with the Prophet himſelf of 
theſe things, I could have had no better fatisfacti- 
on ; for the only Argument he made uſe of at 
that time, to any one that doubted, was ---By the 
Eternal God I ſaw Him with theſe Eyes.----By the 
Living God 'tis true, &c. As he told many that 
went to ſee him, and as he ſaid ſeveral times in his 
laſt Sermon out of the Window ( the Sunday before 
I was with him) to above five hundred ( ſome fay 


fifteen hundred) People. | He 
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He had for a long time left off giving the Sa- 
crament to any, but ſome Sele& Perſons of his 
own way ; and fince the 16th. of April gave it no 
more, becauſe Chriſt was come. He had left off 
Praying, becauſe he thought nothing remained to 
be prayed for; and had determined to Preach no 
more, becauſe they thould be all emightned from 
above. 

If any Man came to him, that had formerly ad- 
mir his Preaching or Praying, he would ask him, 
if he could believe that he faw Chriſt ? If it was an- 
{wer'd, that he dard not fay that, but yet out of 
reſpect to him, was afraid to disbelieve, then he 
would thank God, that He had given him ſuch a 
meaſure of Faith ; and asking him if he could love 
Chriſt, charg'd him to get Oz]. One of his moſt 
contiderable Friends (whom he much valu'd) was 
 toſee him, a Week or ten Days before my going ; 
and put the Caſe home to him, telling him, He 
thould have a great care of what he ſaid, for the 
fake of his many Friends, as well as upon his own 
account. For there were many had ſo great a re- 
ſpect for him, as to be ready to give credit to 
whatſoever he ſhould vent ; which, in all probabi- 
lity, would have this ill conſequence, That if he 
ſhould, after all his confidence, prove miſtaken, 


they would never believe any other Prophet before 
him.,. 


ot — 


him, for his ſake. To all which Mr. Maſon moſt 
ſolemnly reply'd ; *Ts 4s true as any thing in ſa- 
cred Writ, 

About a Week after I had been there, another 
Gentleman,of his and my Acquaintance,made hin 
a Vilit, and told him, He ought to be very cau- 
tious in talking of things thus much out of the 
way. But he anſwer'd poſitively, As ſure as God 
is true I ſaw him; and added, He firſt ſaw his 
back Parts, and then his Face, which was too 
glorious for Words to expreſs. This Friend then 
enquir'd, Whether our Saviour had ſaid any thing 
to him? And, receiving no anſwer, he ask'd a 
Clergy-man that ſtood by, Whether he underſtood 
that our Saviour had ſaid any thing ? This anger'd 
Mr. Maſon ſo much, that he paſſionately turn'd to 
him; What need was there of ſaying any thing, 
when He has aCtually began His Reign ? 


A third Friend of his and mine went to him, 
within a day or two after, when he not only af- 
ſerted the fame things, but ſhew'd the very place 
where he ftood, deſcribed the Foldings of the 
Gown, with the Colour of it, and declar'd the ſe- 
veral impreſſions that the Spirit made upon him at 
the ſame time; one was, That the crimſon Gown 
was dipt in the Blood of his Enemies, Ihus __ 
ha 
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had a great Reverence for Mr. Maſon , and there- 
fore was not free to tell me the other Impulſes. 

I am well aſlur'd of the integrity of theſe three 
Perſons, who were his intimate Friends, or elſe 
they had found no admittance. 

I can't omit another remarkable Inſtance of their 
Extravagancy, which 1 receiv'd from a ſober 
Gentleman. A Servant belonging to his Family, 
was ſtanding at Mr. Maſon's Fire-fide, when he 
came towards the Chinney with a great 'Roll, and 
( whether he burnt 1t or not I am uncertain ) 
down he threw 1t, crying out with a loud Voice, 
Fire, Fire, Fire. This gave the Alarm to all the 
reſt, who ran up and down with their firery Ex- 
clamations for a long time after. 

This Paſlage I had omitted ( becauſe it came 
from a ſecond hand ) had not the Siſter ( whom 
I vifited with ſeveral Queries at Water-Stratford, 
on the twenty third of fuly laſt) in a great meaſure 
confirm'd it. For ſhe acknowledg'd, That in a 
myſtical way there had been often crying out Fire, to 
denote, (as I think ſhe faid ) the ſuddenneſs 
of the Deſtruction that was coming upon the 
Land. 

I ask'd her at the ſame time, Whether they had 
not often talk'd of Sacrificing, (for I had heard: of 
teveral Stories of that nature, and ſome of them 
that 
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that ſeem'd black) but this was all that ſhe did ac- 
knowledge, T hat there had been frequent men- 
tion of Sacrificing among them, not in a carnal, 
but in a ſpiritual Senſe ; that as formerly there 
was Sacrificing of Prefiguration and ExpeQation, 
ſo now they did eat the Sacrifice of ( ſomewhat 
that fignifi'd) Thankſgiving. 

In truth, her Anſwers were by this time be- 
come {o myſterious and refin'd (like Molino's Diſ- 
courſes in his Spiritual Guide) that ſhe made me 
think of the Converſe I once had with a melan- 
choly Roſicrucian Door, whom I defir'd, when he 
talk'd ſomething obſcurely, to explain himſelf ; 
but then he was ten times more myſterious, and 
told me, What he ſaid was not to be underſtood 
without an Angelick Underſtanding. 

The great thing I defir'd to know of her was, 
Whether Mr. Maſon ( who had been dead ſome 
Weeks before) had any Senſe of his Death ap- 
proaching, and whether he had maintained the 
ſame. Opinions to the laſt? -1 was the mcre in- 
quifitive, becauſe I had recerv'd different Repre- 
ſentations about it. She anſwer'd, That ſhe ve- 
rily believ'd he had a fore-fight of his death, be- 
cauſe he had often 1aid in this ſickneſs, That be had 
fulful'd bis Miniſtry, and finiſh'd bis Goſpel. Whereas 
at the end of a former fickneſs, about three quar- 
C - Yn 
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ters af a Year before, he ſaid, He knew, or be- 
liev'd, he ſhould not die, becauſe he had not ful- 
fll'd his Miniſtry, nor tiniſh'd the work of the 
Lord. And 1 know, a little before he dy'd, he 
told his Northamptonſhire-Friends, That they ſhould 
not be ſurpriz'd if they heard he was dead. 

But though he might think himſelf mortal three 
or four days before he dy'd, yet,I am well affur'd, 
that five or ſix Weeks before, he had thought o- 
therwiſe; for about that time, be told his moſt 
particular Friend, That our Saviour would daily 
converſe with him ; and that, "till he went to the 
New Jeruſalem. Which made him ask biyw, whether 
he thought he ſhould live always, ( or words to 
that effet) and he preſently anſwer'd, There is 
here that ſhall never taſt of death. The Sifter ad- 
ded, That in his former Sickneſs, toward the lat- 
ter end of it, he declar'd, That he ſhould not dye 
at that time ; becauſe ſeveral Prophecies were not 
verify'd. The moſt material was,lſa. 33. 17. Thine 
eyes ſhall ſee the King in his beauty, they /hall behold the 
Land that is wery far off, thine heart ſhall meditate 
terror. 

As to ſeveral other Queries I propounded, ſhe 
anſwer'd ſo obſcurely, though nevertheleſs diſcreet- 
ly, that I was enclind to write her a Letter about 
a Fortnight after; which obtain'd this Anſwer ver- 
batim. Aug. 
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_ Aug. 16th. 1694. 
STR, 
« It Receiv'd your Letter, but muſt beg your Par- 
© don in not ſending the Papers of my Bro- 
« ther; for I cannot be free to lend them out, for 
« many reaſons, and have deny'd to do it toa Mi- 
. © nifter that was his intimate Acquaintance : and 
© what of them has been ſeen formerly, has ſince 
« his Death been improv'd againſt him : and ſo has 
«all that ever was taken out by prece-meals, and 
© has turn'd to no account but pecking-work again 
« the Doctrine of the Kingdom. if cry ls would 
« fpread the Dodtrine in courſe, as it was deliver'd 
* in the four Years Miniftry , then all would ſee, 
© how He clear'd and prov'd all things by Scrip- 
© ture, which he Preach'd. But the Papers that he 
* kept by him, were but part of the Doftrine, and 
«the Midnght-Cry contains the three parts, which 
© he often Preact'd upon 3 That Chriſt would 
© have a Davidical Kingdom here, and that it would 
«be uſher'd in by a dreadful Tribulation, and that 
«this would be done in a ſhort time. He alſo of- 
© ten declar'd, That he knew himſelf to be the 
© Harbmeper ſent before Chriſt's Face, which ſe- 
© veral Scriptures point out , that ſhould prepare 
© the way of the Lord, (though he often would 
« fay, that he knew himſelf to be the Unworthieſt 
G9 of 
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* of all the Lord's Miniſters, but God ſhould have 
* all the glory of his grace to him, for ever.) He 
* declar'd that by him the way of the Lord was 
* prepar'd, and all things reftor'd in a miniſterial 
" way, by a declar d Decree ; and that God had gi- 
* ven him ſpecial grace for this Work, and had-un- 
* ſeal'd the Book to him ; that was to be ſea till 
* the time of the end, and had given him the Rewe- 
* lation of Feſus Chriſt, and the teftiniony of Jeſus, 
* which 1s the Spirit of Prophecy. He allo de- 
* clar'd tous about three Weeks before he ficken'd, 
& That now he had fully and wholly done the 
© Work, the Lord had ſent him upon, as to the Meſ- 
«ſage before Chriſt's Face, and that he had but 
* very few words more to fay to us, for he thould 
© ſoon be parted from us, and be with Chrift. He 
*told us alſo, That Chriſt had took the matter 1n- 

* to his own hands, and that he would vifibly per- 

« form what he had ſent him to declare ; He ſaid 

*that God had done the part of a God to this Na- 

© tion, in giving them warning, and they ſhould 

* know that they were the truths. of the eternal God, 

*that were deliverd amongſt them , and the 
* words of truth and ſobriety ; though the Nation 
* had hiſt at all, and the Devil had roar'd againſt 

©it, yet God would vindicate this Cauſe , and 


* that ſoon too. T'wo daysafter he ficken'd, He 
« began 
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«began to tell us, how God had pour'd in his 
« Loving kindneſs into his Soul, im an eztraordinary 
« manner ; and ſo it continu'd all his Sickneſs. And: 
* the laſt words he ſpake to us were, that he was 
« full of the loving-kindneſs of the Lord. During his 
© fickneſs he ſpoke but little, but what he did, 
** was conſtantly contirming what he had formerly, 
« deliver'd. And to the laft he ſtill teſtify'd, That, 
© he had ſeen the Lord, and that it was time for this 
« Nation to tremble, and for Chriſtians to trim. 
* ther Lamps. | | 

* And as to our preſent expeCtations (as: you, 
* defire to know) We bzlieve there. will be. a. 
«change, according to the word we have had 'de- 
*livered amongſt us, and that Chriſt did really ap-. 
* pear to my Brother.and we take it asa Seal to the, 
* do*Frine of the Kingdom , and as an. appearance for, 
* his appearance. 


** We do believe alſo ,, that the Lord will ap-; 
©* pear where the word of the Kingdom . has been, 
” Preach'd, where the Seed of the Kingdom has 
* been ſown, which my Brother and others have, 
© beltev'd is meant this Seed of the Kingdom, which . 
«is that Muſtard-Tree in which the Birds will . 
* come and lodge in the Branches thereof, as, 
« Mat. 13. 32. And its believed that the people . 
* of God will be gather'd there, for where the body , 
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* is, thither will the Eagles be gather'd together. And 
* that he will appear in that Mountain where he 
* has been waited for, as in Iſazah the 25. 9, 10. 
* And we do believe him a Prophet ſent to this 
* Nation. 

* Now as to the ſecondRequeſt in your Letter, 
*1 find my ſelf very willing to ferve you, but not 
© capable ; For the Doctrine that my Brother deli- 
*verd was very large and weighty, and ſo are the 
© particulars of his Life ; and I not being able to 
« write Senſe or Engliſh, conclude,that you will be 
« much troubled to read what 1 have writ already. 
« And if 1 fay any thing of that honourable Mini- 
© fter, I muſt ſay as hundreds more do that knew 
© him ; That for ſoundneſs of DoEtrine, for Chri- 
« tian Converſe, and for Exemplary Converſation, 
© he has not left his Fellow in the World. He 
« had ſuch a continual T ide to ſpirituality,fuch a Zeal 
©« to the glory of God, and ſuch a Flame of love to Feſus 
© Chriſt, that 1 never ſaw the like upon no Man 
« upon Earth before. There was certainly an ex- 
& traordinary effuſion of the Spirit of God pour'd 
<« out upon him,and he was the ſelf-abaſingeſt Crea- 
© ture that ever I knew in my life. He would 
<« ſtoop to the neceſſities of the meaneſt, but would 
* not yield to the finful humour of the greateſt. 


* He would never ſpeak evil of no = ol 
wou 
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« would fay to us, though you condemn. practices, 
« condemn not particular Perſons ; for faid he, a 
« Man that is truly humble , will never open his. 
« Mouth in Self-boafting, or Cenſure of others. 
« He was,like Moſes,meek in his own Cauſe ; dead 
« to Aﬀronts, and deaf to Reproaches,and blind to. 
« Injuries, but a vehement Man in God's Cauſe. 
« And to theCartload of Reproaches that was of late 
« caſt upon him, 1 never heard him anſwer any 
« thing to them , but Bleſſed be God that he bas ac- 
« counted me worthy to ſuffer in this hanourable Cauſe. 
« He work 'd in God's Service, as if he was to me- 
« rit Salvation by it ; but yet call'd himſelf an wn- 
« profitable Servant. He was of an eaſy na- 
« ture 1n point of Civility , but of a fteely nature 
« in point of Sinfulneſs. He was the fierceſt Man 
<« in the. World againſt Sin, but the pittyfulleſt 
« Man to the Sinner. 
« His Charity was extraordinary to poor Chri- 
« ſtians, but perform'd with the greateſt Secrecy: 
<« that poſſibly could be ; and he never turn'd one 
« Petitioner from his Noor without an Alms, and. 
«< moſt commonly gave them Soul-inſtruction alſo. 
«* Now as to his every day Exerciſe in his Farmly, 
«need not acquaint you, for all knew how he 
« walk'd, and how ſtrict be kept the Sabbath.. But 
«to. note particulars that were nemarkable - _ 
« Life; 
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« Life, would ſwell toa large piece ; and I hear, 
«that Mr. Hammet, and Mr. Mehew, have been 
« writing his Life and Do&rine, who have been 
<« well acquainted with his Converſation theſe ma- 
<ny Years, and have known what a faithful Mini- 
<«fſter of Jeſus Chrift he was, and what extraordi- 
« nary ſucceſs, from firſt to laſt, God gave him in 
&« Converſion work 1n his Miniſtry, and what an uni- 
& verſal reſpe£t he had for all Chriſtians; and where 
© he ſaw moſt of the Image of God, thoſe he loved 
« beft, though they differ'd from him in Opinion. 
«The Haverſham Chriſtians are able to give a large 
&« account of his Life from firſt to laſt, ever ſince he 
« enter'd into the Miniftry ; and that honourable 
« Family alſo can give you an account of a good 
« part of his Life, therefore I ſhall ſay no more 
« Frrom, oIr, 
Your humble Servant, 


M. Holms. 


This is a faithful repreſentation of the matter 
of fa, in anſwer to my firſt Letter. 

The ſecond obliges me to expreſs Mr. Maſon's 
Character, which is but neceflary , fince the Re- 
ports concerning him are very different ; ſome 


make him no leſs than an Apoſtle , and others 
ſpeak 
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ſpeak ym a moſt horrid Impoſtor ; many have 
thought him divinely inſpir'd, and not a few judg'd 
him to be diabolically poſleſt. 

On my firſt Enquiries, the accounts were indeed 
ſo various, that I could liken them to nothing bet- 
ter, than to ſume Pictures I have ſeen of a Saint,or 
a Devil, according to the different light to which 
they were expos'd. 

But theſe different Repreſentations have enabl'd 
me to make a better diſcovery, by engaging me to 
trace every ſtory to its firft original ; and to exa- 
mine (more narrowly) the credit of the firſt In- 
former. And therefore I promiſe (for I am ſure I 
can make it good) to deſcribe him in his proper 
Colours, and to ſet him in a true light ; and it it 
ſhould happen (as I foreſee it will) that ſome 
ſtrokes be wanting for a perfe& Piece, 1t 1s wpon 
my integrity to make 1t the more exactly agreeable 
to the Original. 

When he was at School at Srrizt9nin Northamp- 
tonſhire, his earneſt Spirit that was then diſcover- 
able, made his Maſter often ſay, Thar if he liv'd, 
he was like to be a violent Zealot. When he re- 
mov'd to Clare-Hall, he had the repute of good 
Parts, but I have been well inform'd, by a Letter 
from a Clergyman in Northamptonſhire (Mr. Gray, 
who was his Chamber-Fellow at Cambridge) dated 
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Sept. 22. that he was but careleſs in ſome part of 
his Life there, that he would oe ſometimes ſtartin 
of Queſtions ,, in reference to the uſages of the 
Church of Engizad (which ſeem'd to diſcover ſome 
diffatisfattion) and with greater earneſtneſs, than 
poits difcours'd only tor diſpute ſake are ordina- 
rily mainag'!. His removal from Cambridge was 
firſt 10 1/534 in Northampton/hire, where he liv'd 
witi: Mr. Sawyer. I have been told by his Friends, 
tat 02 itudied there moſt part of the Nights, and 
when 'twas ſaid it would do him hurt,he anſwer'd,' 
That he had loft his time at the Univerſity , and 
mutt regain 1t. His frequent ſaying in his Pulpit 
(according to his familiar way of Preaching): here 
tands one that has been as great a Sinner as any of you 
till it pleaſed God to open his Eyes, ſeems to confirm 
the account of his Chamber-Fellow,concerning his 
behaviour in the College ; for from that time he 
was molt certainly a Man of tevere Morals. 

Mr. Sawyer (at preſent of Kettering) gave me 
this account of him , in a Letter dated Ocob. the 


mical Learning, and needed rather a Bridle than a 
Spir, hat his Sobriety and Piety was very exem- 
plzry, chat his endeavours were earneſt, both in 
Family and Pariſh , to do thoſe things that were 


honeſt, 


- 
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honeſt, juſt,ec. and that with a moſt chearful Spi- 
rit, freed from moroſeneſs, or Enthuſiaſm. 

In Buckinghamſhire he lived ſeveral Years, very 
near me ; and the Families, in which we liv'd, be- 
ing nearly related , I had frequent and intimate 
Diſcourſes with him. 

In his Principles, he was a rigid Calvinz#, and 
not a little inclining to Antinomianiſm. *T'is almoſt 
twenty Years ſince, that we diſcourſed eagerly 
about St. Peter and fudas; and he would acknow- 
ledge no other difference betwixt them , but what 
decrees and irreſiſtible Grace had made. At another 
time we were no leſs earneſt upon Tmputation, (Fc. 
and for a Concluſion to our Diſcourſe upon that 
ſubje&, he deliberately aflerted, and repeated it, 
That t was all one whether he had kept the Command- 
ments , or broke them all , ſince Chriſt had obſerv'd 
them. 

His Preaching did commonly border upon the 
Predeſtinarian Points, and did often make his 
Hearers Melancholy, and now and then in danger 
. of Deſpair. Very long , and very earnett heal- 
ways was 1n the Pulpit, fo earneſt, as not to leave 
a dry thread about him , as his neareft Friends aſ- 
ſurd me, and ſo long, as to be always ready to 
faint before he gave over. 

This, with his good Life, and novelty of his 
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Doctrine , procur'd him many Followers. 

After his two Sermons he commonly repeated 
in the Evening, to a great number that throng'd 
to hear him, and there were few days in which 
there were not ſome with him to propound their 
doubts. But how he could reſolve them from his 
Principles, he never would tell me. 

As for his Morals, I muſt needs fay, he had ſuch 
a (nature bonitas} complextonal goodneſs , as ſe- 
curd him from the bad effects of ill Principles. 
He was a Perfon of as great Devotion as ever I met 
with, and his main aim was to make all he con- 
vers d with to be religious. I think verily he was 
not only temperate but mortify'd , not only true 
and juſt, but kind and charitable. Charitable to 
the good Name, as well as to the Soul and Body. 
He was nec iracundus nec irritahilis, very attable in 
his Carriage, Meek in his Converſe, and never 
over-earneſt, unleſs (where he thought he could 
not exceed ) for God. 

The Family where he liv'd for many Years, and 
which he fince often vifited, very lately told me, 
They thought him as free from Vanity, as others 
could be from Vice ; and that they could never 
tee wherein he did too much, or where too little. 
1 cannot indeed ſay ſo much , yet am ready to 
think, that all his Redundancies as well as Defects, 
were defignd in order to a greater good. His 
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His Prayers were always vehement, and an aw- 
ful filence, betwixt every Petition, doubl'd their 
length, with a ſort of divine breathings. He af- 
fected a laborious way of Addreſs, or elſe 'tis 1m- 
poſſible to imagine but that the frequent habit 
(tho' he had receiv'd no extraordinary affiſtance ) 
muſt have given him a greater facility to expreſs 
himſelf. He did never (that I could hear of) ſpeak 
direaly againft the Prayers of the Church ; but as 
he made uſe of ſome of them in publick, ſo (when 
his head would not ſuffer him to pray in his Fa- 
mily) if he could not pertwade any with him, to 
extemporize , he would then defire them to read 
{ome Collects of the Common- Prayer , which he 
ſaid were very good. He was once diſcourſing 
with a very ſober Perſon of the difference betwixt 
a Form of Prayers, and no Form, when he thus 
expreſt himſelf. Both are very liable to be abus'd. 
No Form was apt to make Men Vain-glorious, but 
a Form was apt to make them careleſs. 

His parts were once above the common level, 
but the ill conceptions that he entertain'd (and 
indulg'd) of the Almighty, and his dealings, did 
certainly ſo beſot him, that he was not capable of 
a free thought, or a rais'd contemplation. Much 
muling and heavy thinking made him always liable 
to. the contagion of the body's ſteam. 


He 
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He was ſeldom free from violent pains in his 
Head, and troubled with wapours 1n an exceſhve 
manner. His Legs and Feet were often ſo very 
cold, that two or three hours rubbing could ſcarce 
procure any ſenſible heat. Tho' he lay in his 
Stockins and wore Boots, yet he was almoſt con- 
ſtantly benum'd in thoſe parts. 

His Head was often ſo much out of order, that 
he could not bear the leaſt noiſe,and when he heard 
his Sons read, it was by way of whiſper. He was 
forced ſometimes to quit his own, Houſe, and to 
live in an unfrequented part of a large Houſe, near 
me, where he ſcarce ventur'd to walk for fear of 
the noiſe of his own tread, nor could he pray in 
the Family ( tho* it was his chief delight ) at 
thoſe times, leſt he ſhould diſturb his brain with 
the ſound of his own words. | 

Hemuch affected the converſation of melancholy 

Perſons, and had particularly contracted a moſt 

intimate acquaintance with one Mr. Wrezham, that 
was come to Hawerſham, ( Mr. Maſon's beloved 

place. ) 

A melancholy Divine indeed he was, and very 
often difturb'd. He had beſtow'd much time and 
pains in compiling a more exa& and compleat 
Scripture Chronology ( as he thought ) than 1s yet 
extant, When he had perfected the _— - 

offer 
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offer d it to the then Biſhop of Lincoln, to be 
perus'd, and as he hop'd, approvd. But it fell 
out otherwiſe, and the reproot he there met with, 
for waſting ſo much time and pains in a fruitleſs 
ſtudy, was ſo much laid to heart, as to haſten 
his diſtraction, which happen'd not long after. This 
Mr. Wrexham ( who was ſometimes with Mr. 
Maſon, for a quarter of a year together ) was, as: 
he himſelt own'd, the very Man that put him firſt. 
upon Revelation T houghts. 

His death fill'd Mr. Maſon with exceſfive grief, 
and the loſs of his own moſt prudent Wife, before: 
he had well digeſted zt, made it fo overflow, that 
he never rightly enjoy 'd himſelf after it. 

For his laſt four years (which I look upon as his. 
Apparatus to his Millennium )he thought himſelf often: 
acted by a Divine impulſe, and tho' he would ſome- 
times write down the Sermons for the following: 
Lord's Day (as he had formerly done). upon ſome: 
other theme ; yet he had'no fooner ended his Pray- 
er, but he would tell his People, that the Spirit 
mov'd him to diſcourſe of the myſtery of the King- 
dom, and of nothing elle. 

Thus he went on till laſt April , when he did 
gopremcngmreir (as the word 1s usd Zcclus. 4. 30.) 
think all his Imaginations to be certaimties ; and: 
from that time he contracted (as he- thought) 
{uch: 
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ſuch a Friendſhip with God, as might warrant him 
to deſpiſe Men. For from that very time his good 
nature left him, he became froward in his Con- 
verſe, referv'd in Diſcourſe, and impatient of a 
Contradiction ; yea, and ſeem'd to damn all Man- 
kind but a few in his own way ; and thus he con- 
tinu'd to his laſt Minutes. 

There are, I know, ſome ſerious and good Men, 
that will be ready to object (from common Report) 
againſt one part of the Character relating to his 
Morals: And there are, 1 acknowledge, ſeveral 
Stories banded up and down that look reflectingly 
that way : But on my word [I have examin'd them 
all, and find many of them to be mere invention, 
and others to be but empty cavils. | 

| There are but I wo, that I can hear of, that are 
any ways confiderable, and thoſe I ſhall duly con- 
1der. 

The former is a common Report that he did all 
this to get Money ( 7 wduleny 3 mii pragpyerr W©s 
Soph. Antig.) for your new light Men are generally 
covetous. 

For an inſtance of this they tell a ſolemn Story 
of a Woman that came to abide amongſt them, 
and Mr. Maſon, they ſay, ſent her back again for 
Money, that ſhe return'd home, broke open her 


Husband's I'runk, brought the Money, and _ 
we 
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well receiv'd. This Story I have examin'd, and 
thus much by their own confeſfion 1s in it, and I 
am apt to think no more, viz. I hat about a Year 
fince, a Woman that was his admirer, being told 
of a Deſolation coming upon the Land, and be- 
lieving there was no plice of Security but at Strat- 
ford, did break open a Drawer of her Husbands, 
where the Money was that ſhe had earn'd in Nur- 
ſing, and laid it up in Mr. Maſon's Houſe. But I 
was aflur'd by the Siſter (who 1 think would not 
deceive me) that Mr. Maſon knew nothing of it ; 
for of late he had not concern'd himſelf in Money 
Matters, any otherwiſe than to keep a little in his 
Pocket to give the Poor. 

In Truth, I think he was always as far from 
Covetouſneſs as any Man living ; and the little 
Proviſion he made for his Children, (notwithſtand- 
ing his Frugality, and his Teaching School ſome- 
times, ) 1s, I think, a demonſtration. He could 
not defign Riches in gathering People to him, be- 
cauſe there were ſeveral Poor among them, that 
had little other Subfiftence beſides ther Charity : 
And I am well inform'd, That ſeveral who had 
contracted Debts before they came thither, were 
there Arreſted, and had their Debts paid amongſt 
them. And 1 was particularly told by one of Nor- 
thampton, That a Relation of his, who had ſcarce 
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Bread to eat 1n the dear time, went thither pure- 
ly for Subfiftence, and pretending only ( when a 
perfect Stranger to them) to be of their Party, 
tar'd well for a Week, and then return'd home. 

1here 1s another Obje&ton, that has been often 
urg. d againft his Sincerity, of this nature, vz. 
that whereas he has at leaſt pretended to a Drvine 
Impulſe for theſe laſt four Years, which oblig'd him 
to Ditcourte of the New Kingdom, yet whenever it 
happen'd that he preach'd any where out of his 
viſual Circuit, he would handle other Subjects, and 
talk like other Men. 

But to this I anſwer, That he did not pretend 
to be wholly acted by the Spirit in every Diſ- 
courſe ; and he often ſaid, That the Myſteries of 
the Kingdom were not to be reveal'd to the unprepared, 
leſt it Fouls expoſe the Myſteries to ridicule, and the 
Perſons to a greater Judgment. Milk for Babes. 

There are, I grant, ſome other Objections to be 
made againſt him, but they do not ſo immediately 
reflect upon his Morals, as to prove he had any 
corrupt deſign. And though I deny him to be a 
Counterfeit, I grant him to be culpable. But this. 
| think may be ſufficient for the preſent, 1n anſwer 
to my Second Letter. 


The 
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Thbe Third defires my Judgment of the nature of 
the Impuiles and Viſion to which he pretended, 
and what might be the occaſions of 'em ? 

I Anſwer, | 

1. As to the Impulſesand Vifion I am through- 
ly fatisfied 'twas mere Delufion, upon theſe Ac- 
* counts. 

1. Becauſe he has been formerly liable to Mi- 
ſtakes of this kind, for which take this Inſtance. 

'Ten or TwelveYears fince Mr. Oliver Paſhler, a 
ſober Divine, of Buckingham, within Two Miles 
of Water-Stratford, walk'd with his Wife to give 
him a neighbourly Viſit ; they had no ſooner en- 
ter'd the Houſe, but Mr. Maſon told Mrs. Paſhler, 
ſhe was very kind to let him ſee her twice in one 
Day. She was at firſt a little ſurpriz'd, and made 
anſwer, ſhe had not ſeen him before for a long 
time. Then he grew pofitive, and ſaid, You know 
very well that you walk'd by my Horſe fide for ſeveral 
Furlongs together, this very Morning, as 1 came from 
Haverſham, and we diſcours'd ſo and ſo, &c. This 
put her into a great fright, and made her beg of 
her Husband to go home immediately, for her 
Ghoſt was ſeen, and ſhe ſhould not live. 

Mrs. Maſon ( a truly good Wife) ſeeing her in 
a great concern, defir'd her, for God's ſake, not 


to be frightned, nor to take any notice of what her 
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Husband ſaid, for it was nothing elſe but one of Mr. 
Maſon's melancholy Fancies, and he was often ſubje&t 
ro En... | 

This Relation Mr. Pafhler has formerly men- 
tioned to me, and ſeveral others; and two Months 
fince he told me the particulars. 

The caſe is here ſo plain, that I need only ob- 
ſerve that his coming direaly from a Melancholy 
tort of People, and his eager Diſcourting and Pray- 
ing with them, had over-heat his Brain, rais'd the 
Fumes, and ttirr'd the Vapours in an extraordinary 
manner. He that in his early Years could be thus 
mittaken at mid-day, might more eafily be now 
deluded at mid-night. 

2. 1 am well aflur'd that the Impulſes, which he, 
and his Witnefles ſo much talk'd of, were not Di- 
vine, from the wretched Interpretation that they 
gave of Scripture, which we are ſure was dictated 
by a Divine Spirit. 

I could produce many Inſtances, but thoſe men- 


tion'd in the Diſcourſe I had with them are too. 


lain to need more. 
-What could be more ridiculous than his and their 


Explication of Heb. 9. ult. He hall TT without 
all have no 


fin. That is, ſay they, Mr. Maſon 
fenſe of his fins. 


In 
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In the Year 1669. he Preach'd and Printed a ' 
Funeral Sermon on this Text, and then he could 
g1vea rational ſenſe of the words, which he thus 
explain'd. Chriſt's firſt appearince was very mean, 
He appear'd as the Son of Man, or rather as a 
Worm, a reproach of Men, all that ſaw him 
laugh'd him to ſcorn, but hereafter he ſhall appear 
as the God of Glory, and the Judge of the quick 
and dead. In the days of his fleſh he appear'd as a 
Priſoner at P:lat's Bar, and as a MalefaQor on the 
Croſs. Then indeed he ſtood charg'd with the 
fins of his People, but in the day of Judgment he 
ſhall appear without fin. unto their Salvation. Sed 
quantum mutatus ! He that fooliſhly interprets the 
Spirit's dictates (Iam certain) has not the Spirit. 

3. ' Tis evident , that neither the zmpulſes nor: 
appearance was divine, from the il] influence that 
they had upon the perſons affeCted. | 

He who before could diſcourſe calmly, and 
feem'd, for his Meekneſs, to be a ſecond Moſes, 
does now, under pretence of divine inſpiration, 
diſclaim the uſe of reaſon, and impertoully dictates 
his own wilful imagination to the World for cer- 
tain and undiſputable Revelation. 

It has been well urg'd againſt the truth of ſome. 
Men's Religion, that it makes the Man worſe that. 
heartily eſpouſes it. And can it be thought, that. 
that. 
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that perſuaſion deſcended from avove which 
marr'd (as I have thought) one of the belt tempers 
inthe World; 

What he was before 1 have alrcady ſaid, 
(nothing but obligation) but of late he was fo 
chang'd as to damn the greateſt part of the Nation, 
and to encloſe God's love within the petty confines 
of his own Sect. He was impatient of a ccn- 
tradition, he would not hear an Argument, and 
what was worſe, he told (1am ſure) his choiceft 
Friends, That the Books were ſeal'd and there was no 
place for repentance. 

This1 think 1s enough in anſwer to the former 
part of my Third Letter, which defir'd my ſenfe of 
the Impulſes and Vion ; 1 proceed in the next 
place to give my Sentiments of the occaſions. 

1. He that has read the ſhort character 1 have 
given of him, will find ſuch a Chain of Cauſes, and 
concurrence of occaſions, that he muſt needs con- 
feſs, that nothing leſs than a conſtant guard over 
himſelf, could, without a miracle, have ſecur'd 
him from this, or the like infatuation. 

We ſee from the very beginning of his life, that 
he labour'd under the burthen of his own 1diſyn- 
craſy, or pecular temperament. This I know he 
miſtook tor an advantage, which made his con- 


dition the more dangerous. This again was more 
| oPera- 
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operative from the ſtinging impreſſions that a ſenſe 
of his early miſcarriages had left upon his Mind. 
His grief was further heighten'd from the diſmal 
Idea he had form'd of God, as if he had made 
Mankind on purpoſe to damn the major part ; and 
his frequent Converſe with Men of the ſame kid- 
ney, fix'd his Error, and made him obnoxious to 
the contagion of ecſtatick Fits. Vid. Baron, & Ful. 
Miſcel. Meſſalianz. 

There may be, I grant, ſome valuable Perſons 
who are lightly touch'd with the apprehenſion of 
Abſolute Reprobation, vc. and may (as they 
think) make it ſerve to ſome ſerious purpoſes ; 
but he that ruminates upon 1t, and converts it mm 
Sanguinem & ſuccum, as our Friend did, muſt ei- 
ther Deſpond or Prophecy. See me Chap. 
51. of the 3d. Tome, Tit. Inordinate Liberty, &c. 

The ConverlelI have had with ſeveral Deſpair- 
ing Creatures upon this very account, makes me to: 
infiſt the more upon it : For I cannot fee any ratt- 
onal Comfort that can be adminiftred to any that 
believe this Doctrine, becauſe they naturally inter- 
pret every Providence againſt themielves. One: 
concluded he ſhould be damn'd becauſe he met 
with no Afi&t:ions here ; and others, who have 
had great Afidions, look'd upon 'em as earnefts 
of the Damnation to which they were predeftina- 
ted. 


4.0 W” Impartial Account 


ted. There was one indeed, who had thought 
her Reprobation was determin'd, became reſcu'd by 
a fignal Providence. 

As ſhe was tempted to make away with her 
ſelf, ſhe ſaw her Child fall into the River, and 
ſavd it. I went to ſee her the ſame Morning, 
thinking it might ſerve for a good handle to reſcue 
her. 1 told her, when I found her exceſhve me- 
lancholy, That ſhe had as much reaſon as any bo- 
dy to believe ſhe was ele&ed, becauſe God had 
made uſe of her to ſave the Child. And this con- 
ſideration ( while the thing was freſh ) took ſo 
with her, that preſently ſhe became fatisfy'd, and 
15 now perfealy well, capable of ſound DoEtrine 
and good Advice. 

To proceed, 

His exceſſive Vapours were a no leſs natural 
cauſe of his windy Conceptions: He was ſo far 
ſenſible of his being that way infeſted, that he 
complain'd much of 'em to his Friend Mr. Tres, 
when he gave him a Viſit ten or twelve days be- 
fore he dy'd. But to convince him that they had 
no influence upon his Judgment, he explain'd his 
Do&trine to him, and fo betray'd himſelf. I am 
ſure ( ſaid he ) that Chri$ is now entering upon 
his Reign here, as really and truly as ever King 
Charles, King fames, or King William Reign'd ; 
but 
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but miſtake me-not, for I do not mean that he will fit 
in the Parliament-Houſe, &c. This made Mr. Ives 
adviſe him to let Blood ſpeedily,- not ſo much out 
of hopes of working a Cure ( for he found he was 
_ too far gone for that ) as to prevent his growin 
worſe. 
Theſe Vapours having made him uncapable of 
a ſober uſe of his Faculties, he became diſpos'd for 
a new Light, or for any thing that was out of the 
way. He believed, and often diſcours'd it, That 
Divine Inſpiration was no ſtrange thyng, and he in- 
ſtanc'd commonly in Arch-Biſhop Uſher, as a Man 
divinely inſpired, and was under diſmal apprehen- 
fions of a Prophecy that was much talk'd of, under 
his Name. | 
But theſe were but the beginnings of DiſtraQt- 

on : His Friend, Mr. Wrezham, had taught him to 
be mad by Book ; (et it not ſeem light, for I 
cannot forbear ſaying it, becauſe I know 1t to be 
true, ) and the loſs of his good Wife made him 
continually deſcant upon the New-found-Ground, 
till he became compleat Maſter of the Crot- 
chets. | 
_ His chiefeſt Friends have very lately aflur'd me, 
That the Mzillenary-Notion was wholly owing to 
Mr. Wrezham; and that he never truly indulg'd 


Melancholy (though he was often liable to it) 'till 
F his 
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his Wite (a Woman of more than ordinary diſcre- 
tion, as well as Piety) departed this Life. 1 muft 
add, I hat 1 well know that Mr. aſjon did not 
on] y receive the Notion of the Millennium from Mr. 

V+ezbam, but the very Year when 1t would com- 
mence ; ( he was by the way confident of the Year, 
though he would determine nothing of the Day: )to 
prove this I have not only the 1eftimony of bis 
ghief Friends, but Mr. I rexham” s Cironnlegical Ta- 
lent to refer to. 

Aiſted (1 well remember ) in his Chronology, 
had fix'd 1t tor this Yeer 1694. And while ] was 
upon the Enquiry, Whether Mr. Wrezham had 
been converſant in this Mzenarian Author, (though 
1 had reaſon to ſuppole it, becaute my Learned 
Friend, that gave me his Character, had told me 
= Ce any Chronolog y- - Writer had eſcap 'dhim) my 

Bookſeller at Northampton ſends me the very Book 
that was Mr. Wrezham's, and his Name 1n the firſt 
Page, with ſeveral Notes and References under 
his own Hand-writing. *I1s needleſs, I think, to 
cite much out of him, for there 1s ſcarce a Page 
where he explains the Viſions and Pr ophecies, but 
we find frequent mention of the Year 1694. (See 
P- 146.” p. 148. and 484. Ab hoc currente Anno 
_ uſg; ad 1694. erit protaſts Joe praparatto af 

alle annos Apocalypticos, quibus elapfts inciptet bellum 


Gog 
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Gog & Mages, "Dy "_ excipict iiluSris ille adventus 
Dow ad judicium. 

| will add farther, (though here I am not cer- 
tain) That I verily think from what I have heard 
an:' confider'd, that I can aſhgn the cauſe of the 
behcd appearar nce on that very Day it happen d, 
or rather the Night preceding, the 16th. of April 
lait. 

As'T ur ge not this for Matter of certainty, fo I 
would not be thought to reflect upon Mr. Maſon 
in it as a defigning Cheat ; but I do it to give a 
probable Account, at leaft, How he that was capa- 
ble of any falte impreſſion, became deluded at that 
particular time, viz. on Sunday-Night, or Monday- 
Morning. 

His coldneſs to the Church Prayers I have already 
hinted, and have in part faid, that I meant by it, 
an inditt 2rency rather than an averſion. 

For 2 conftantly obſerv'd, as far as I can learn, 
the E"car Days of the Nativity, Reſurrefion, &c. 
ans always was well pleas'd to read the Epijiies and 
G:/þels belonging thereto, And he did moſt eſpe- 
cially commend the Colle&s of any part of Divine 
Service. 

The Reſurrefion being commemorated but the 
Week before, the Mcdztation upon it was very na- 
tural to a devout Soul ; and Mr. Maſon being fully 

F 2 poſleſt 
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poſſeſt with an Aſſurance of his Appearing would 
naturally expect it as a thing in courſe after his 
Reſurrection. 

This ( as I ſuppoſe ) runs in his mind for the 
whole Week, and when the next Sunday comes, 


( the firſt after Eaſter) he reads the Goſpel, Fohn 


29. 19. 


The ſame day at evening, being the firſt day of the 
week, when the doors were hut. where the Diſciples 
were aſſembled, for fear of the fews, came Jeſus and 
ſtood in the midſt, and ſaith unto them, Peace be unto 
you ; and when he had ſo ſaid, He ſhew'd unto them his 
hands, and his fide. Then were the Diſciples glad 
when they ſaw the Lord. Then ſaid Feſus to them a- 


2ain, Peace be unto. you ; as my Father hath ſent me, 


even ſo ſend I you: And when he had ſaid this, he 
breath'd on them, and ſaith unto them, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghoſt : Whoſe ſoever fins ye remit.they are remit- 
ted unto them ; and whoſe ſoever ſins ye retain, they are 
retained. 


This being pat to his long ſurmizings, gives 
him a freih heat, and more vigorous exyectations z 
And when the day, and he (1 ſhould have fa! 
the tailing day, for he would cat nothing on judays 
that he might make room for vapours, whic. he 

verily 
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verily believd to be inſpiration) were quite ſpent 
with earneſt Prayers and tedious repetitions, he 
naturally became all ecſtacy nd trance. 

Down he lyes (and before his uſual hour as the 
Divine, Cc. obſerves in a late Pamphlet) and 
doſes on the Goſpel he had lately read; which-, 
makes ſo powerful an imprefhion on his Brain, that 
when he ſeems to awake betwixt twelve and one 
(as nearas I can learn) He believes the Vition he 
had in his Fit to be a reality ; yea, and thinks 
that he ſt1!] ſaw 1t. i his no one will wonder at, that 
has obſerv'd how frequent it 1s for Children, after 
ſome terrible dream, to cry bitterly, even after they 
are awake and their Eyes open. Tho' we bring 
them a Candle (as Mr. Maſon had one by him) they 
{t1]] believe they ſee with their Eyes, what they, 
ſaw in their Dream, and 'tis a long time before we 
can quiet them anda longer before we can undeceive 
them. He that ſhall read Caſa»bon's third Chapter 
may fee enough to prove, that 'tis not at all mate- 
terial in point of Apparition, whether the ſpecies 
comes to the Eyes from without, or from within, 

Thus I have, as I take it, given at one view a 
ſeries of occafions to this ſurprizing novelty. I will 
now 1n{iſt upon ſome particulars, 

2 His long and earneſt ezpe&Fation of our faviour's 
Bodily preſence did promote the delu/ron, whether 


we. 


CY 
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we look upon't as a mere Dream, or a waking fancy , 
whether we ſuppoſe it a ſtrong imagination , Ora 
real apparition of one of thoſe ſpirits, that can with 
eaſe transform themſelves into Angels of Light. 

One 1n his circumſtances mig) t eaſt iy be1mpos d 
on any of theſe ways, without any reflection upon 
his ſincerity. 

We are all ſenfible how natural it is for us to 
dream of thoſe things ave exp:&, and according to 
the earneſtneſs of the expectaric 22 1t makes a pro- 
portionable impreſſion upon us. V/hen we expe&t 
with Fear, after we have afed a Sleep for tome 
time, and 'begin but to ſleep in earneſt ; the Ene- 
my approaches, and inſtead of a repoſe we find 
our ſelves clogg'd with ſuch a dreadful weight, 
and our hcads fill'd with fuch diſmal Scenes, that 
when we awake we are ail f .onfuſion, and conti- 
nue ſo tor a los t:.3e 21707, chough wedo all we 
can to reco!lect ovr #8:45, 

But it we -z5f wy ng with an earneſt de- 
fire of it, we 27. nct 4.19 noe certain to have it 
preſent d to 1s in 0s: IYrentns, ( Zue enim quiſg; 
zmpenſe expetit. gueq; finite ammo menteg; concipit, 
ea in ſomnio meaitas”; rr, ear ang; Yerum ſpecies noftu ob- 
werſantur, ſays L. £1745, ) out we are like to doſe 
on, becauſe we arc in love with the Phantom, and 
would prolong the pleaſure,and deceive our ſelves. 


This 


of Mr. John Maſon. 47 

This may have been the caſe of our fick-brain'd 
Vifioniſt ; whilſt his Fancy was working upon the 
common Theme, it might whirl him into a kind 
of a dofing Fit, 'twixt fleeping and waking, (in 
which poſture 'tis likely he finiſh'd his rude 
draught, ) not fo far awake as to exercife his rea- 
fon, nor ſo ſoundly aſleep as to hinder his confi- 
dence. He remember'd, he ſaid, That be turn'd bim- 
ſelf in bis Bed but a little befare, and he was certain, 
that be ſlept not after *till be ſaw the Beloved. And the 
fight was fo entertaining, that he could not but 
love the diftempers that occaticn'd it. 

That which another would have calfd a hot 
Head, palpitation of Heart, or hy the Gentz/e name 
of Vapours, he preſently chriftens an impreſhon: 
from above, a Sparitual Impuite, and a Divine 
Affiatus. 

And then, as my Account was, ( though the 
Divine, &c. fays, that he ſlept firft,) He call'd up: 
the Family of Expectants, who were as ready to- 
Relieve, as he could be to tell them, and the mare: 
they believ'd, the more was he conhirm'd. 

I was lately giving this accuunt of the Matter to- 
a worthy Gentleman, that much valn'd hum, who 
was of the fame mind with me, and confirm'd the 
thought by an agreeable Story of his own Lady, 


that expeRed, and dreamt, and was equally con- 
hdent,, 
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_ fident, 'till ſhe had receiv'd a demonſtration to the 

contrary. It was, as ſhe told me, a lucky miſtake, 
for till that time < which was but the Week be- 
fore) ſhe was enclin'd to believe Mr. Maſon, and 
his Wonders. 

But thoſe who are unwilling to believe he was 
half aſleep, becauſe they heard him Swear the 
contrary, may, if they pleaſe, no leſs rationally, 
believe, That he had, by much thinking about it, 
drawn the perfect figure 3 in his own imagination, 
and that his earneſt defire had as confidently ſet it 
afore him. 

I have known even a fearful] expeCtation do 
much, and work wonders of this nature. A Lady, 
in a Family where I was very converſant, after 
the death of her beloved Child, had ſuch fears of 
Death, that the pi&ture of 1t was always before 
her ; and ſhe was poſſeſs'd with the belief of it to 
that degree, that when ſhe was invited abroad to 
divert the Fancy, ſhe would proteſt almoſt every 
ten ſteps, ſhe ſaw Death in every thing ſhe look'd 
on. And would often (to convince the Compan 
that ſhe was not miſtaken) call to the Coach-man 
to ſtop, and make the Servant bring the Pebble to 
the Coach, which ſhe verily thought was a Death's 
Head. 


But 
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But our Fears (as I have already faid) are not 
ſo good at painting as our Hopes, where we meet 
with no Colluctation, and where every thing helps 
to uphold the Fancy and nothing to oppoſe it. 

He that has a contident expeQtation of the be- 
loved Good, (whether he has grounds for it or not) 
ſhall ſcrew his Imagination into the poſſeſſion of it, 
and ſee 1t, and enjoy it, by an anticipation. But if 
ſome ſhall Rill think(as 1find they do) that 1t could 
be nothing leſs than an Apparition indeed and 1n- 
deed, then I fay further, That the earneſt expecta- 
tion will abundantly fſatishe how 1t might be oc- 
cafion'd by that evil Spirit, who well knows how 
to delude the Senſe and mock the Fancy. 

The Devil, tho? he was long ſince degraded, and 
expell'd thoſe bliſsful Regions (and ſo loſt his olory) 
for muisbehaviour, remains {ti]] a cunning Sophi- 
ſter, as his name imports; and the many thouſand 
years experience of ſuch an a&:ve Spirit, cannot but 
have improv'd his Knowledge to an immenſe e degree. 

They (one or other of them at leaſt) can never 
be thought ignorant of every Man's Conltitation ; 
and no doubt but they hold a mutual Correſpon- 
dence to find out every Man's blind fide. 

Nor is it to be doubted but that they do moſt 
particularly confer Notes, conſult all their Polt- 
ticks, and unite all their Forces to attack the Perſon 
G that 


—— 
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that means, well, that 1s good in the main, and 
moſt ardently breaths after the things ofa divine life. 

T hoſe ſubtle Spirits need not be told,that even good 
Men are ſooneſt decoy'd into a ſaare, by ſuch as 
are of a Feather with themſelves, that Error will 
ſooner be entertain'd from a Pious, than Truth 
from a Prophane Perſon ; and that the Meflengers 
of Satan, drefsd in the rue Apoſtolick Livery, may 
ipread che infeftion of Error ncognito, and under 
{pecious Ditguit 12S, 

It is their Nature, their Eſſence, (if 1 may ſo ſpeak ) 
to ſhow their ſaight and malice to him eſpecially that 
T any 'hing God-like: And if they find him foo wiſe 
and got o fortake his i integrity, they ſhall drive the 
Naii thar will co, and fmite him with a Notion 
that v-1il chaſe e away oobricty. 


They that think to diſcern the Spirit, ſays Dr. 
Facrſon, without more ain, by his way of breath- 
1ng, may, inſtead of him, be troubled with an un- 
welcom Guelt, always rcady to invite himſelf where 
ne ſees preparation made for his Derter---- TheDevil 
has learn'd many, ways of S:\ntation and Adreſs, 
able to fill empty Bre its, or ſhatiow Heats, ur, ſettled 
in Truth, with ſuch pleatant, mid an oentle blaſts, 
as are apt to breed ſt;ong perſuzfions of more than” 


angelical Inſpirations, God orant, lays hs in the 
| next 
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next words, the carriage of enſuing times may ar- 
gue theſe Admonitions needleſs. 

3. Another occaſion of this Deluſion might pro- 
ceed from his dazly converſe with men of ordinary parts, 
and with mean Souls, that were taken with Novelty, 
and immediately expeted a new FHeaven,and a newEarth. 

He ſeldom or never would Diſcourſe with Men 
of Senſe upon theſe things, but with poor 1gno- 
rant Creatures of great Faith, (ſuch as 'twas) but 
of little Reaſon. OBE 
. Herel grant he defign'd well, to bring the poor 

to the Kingdom of Heaven, and thought it more 
becoming to give than to receive. But this mean 
Converſe with ſhallow Admurers, ſok'd him farther 
in his profound depths, and the immediate impreſſion 
that his Notions made upon therr eaſze and purely paſ- 
ſrove minds, helpd to perſuade {im that it was from 
God. 

That this was his way, 1 am very certain, and it 
has been a repeated Objection to me againſt his In- 
tegrity, That he ſe/dom aſſociated himſelf with men of 
ſenſe, ani when he did, he would wave all Diſcourſes of 
an el:vated Nature, and talk like other men. 

The Objection 1 have already Anſwer'd ; that 
which I at preſent urge, 1s, That a Man's parts will 
_ ruſt if they have not ſometimes the whet of a gene- 
rous Converſation, and in this condition, he will 
G2 either 


62 | An Impartial Account 


either be over-run with Melancholy, whileſt he 
Converlſes only with the grim Viſages and griſty 
Shades of his diſtarb'd Phancy ; ; or elſe he will be- 
come vain and empty, tofs'd to and fro with every 
flatus. 

4. I may add, that one thing more which help'd 
forward the Deluſion was from his taking too much 
Tobacco, + "is he thought an innocent entertain- 
ment, an.. therefore he indulg'd 1t : But 'tis natu- 
ral for *:a1l Man to delight himſelf too much in 
that 11. 1 nouriſhes his Diſeaſe. I feldom viti- 
ted !..: ont he wasenvelop in clouds of Smoke, 
and th; s, amongit other things, over-heat his Brain, 
and kindled tiat Zeal which wrought it ſelf 1 into 
new Light and Prophecy. 

I the rather mention this, becauſe his chiefeſt 
Friend did afcertain me of the Truth of it. For 
upon my enquiry, Whether he was at all times a- 
like ful! of Rapture? It was preſently anſwer'd, 
That generally, while he ſmok'd, he was in a kind 

of E:ſtacy, and all his People flock'd about him to 
receive his Communications. It made me think 
of blind Homer, and his gaping Poets. 

And fo much for my Third Letter. 

The Fourth enquires how it may conliſt with the 
Divine Goodneſs to permit a Perſon of no il mean- 
ng to fall into ſo great Deluſion ? 


'This 
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This Query, I confeſs, was propos'd to me in 
ſome-what a different Dreſs; for inftead of a Per- 
ſons of no Il meaning, they propounded it, how a per- 
ſon ſincerely good, &c. But the Word Sincerity, when 
apply'd to an Enthufraſt, is liable to an arreſt. And 
therefore I ſhall firſt give my Reaſon why I de- 
cline it 1n the preſent caſe. 

1. He that is perfe&tly Sincere, will not only a- 
void all known Evil, (as I hope Mr. Maſon did) but 
will ſuſpect his private Judgment, and do all he 
can to know the Truth ; in which particular it 1s 
to be fear'd that he was much defective: 

Dr. More, in his Treatiſe of Enthuſtaſm, though 
he is fome-what tender of ſome Enthufaſtical Per- 
ſons, yet he cannot but grant that the extravagan- 
cies of moſt of them, are occation'd through their 
own Fault,. and the Guilt les at their own doors; 
There 13 an irregularity or vitiofity of the Will, ac- 
ceftlary to this Diſtemper, whereof Temperance, 
prudent Refreſhmenr, Humility and Attention to. 
tober Reaſon, would either be a Prevention, or a 
Cure. Now the neglect of theſe are in ſome de- 
gree or other culpable, and'ſo far evil, and fo far 
the perſon 1s not perfectly Sincere: 

Though they are violently, yet they are not 1r- 
refiſtably aflaulted by their own Complexion. I- 
confeſs indeed, "Lhat it ſeems hard at firſt fight, 
that. 
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that Reaſon, ater its utmoſt efforts, ſhould be ſo 
liable to the vigour of the Phantaſms, and ſhould 
be ſo far captivated by 'em, as to liſt it ſelf under 
the Enemy's Colours, and fight on the contrary 
fide. Of which there are ſeveral inſtances in Ca- 
faubon ; and Dr. More ſpeaks of David George, and 
others, that were grave and ſedate in Speech, and 
engaging in Converſation, .as much as Mr. /1aj9n 
could be. 

But to this I would offer two things. 

1. That Melancholy does occaion ſometimes a 
particular, tho' not a total Eclipſe of the Light of 
Reaſon ; and then, tho' all the other powers of 
the Mind act wonderfully well, yet here is an in- 
curable flaw 'till Time, or Care, or Providence re- 
move it. Now theſe Perſons, as they are not to be 
flatly term'd Infincere, neither can they properly be 
call'd Sincere, being craz'd quoai hoc, and have the 
ſad comfort of Hercules furens ſolus te jam praſtare 
poteſt furor inſontem. 

2. The other thing that I would offer, 1s, That 
Men are ftrangely apt to dandle the Children of 
their own Brain, to cheriſh their amuſing Phan- 
taſms and Imaginations, which they at firſt begot in 
the Mind, by unreaſonable Faitings or Rigours, 
(thinking it unlikely that their ſhould be a bad 
effe&t of ſo good a cauſe) by. too intenſe Medita- 

tion, 
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tion, by over-curtous and anxious enquiries into 
future Events, by fanciful conceits of new Diſco- 
veries, by moroſe Zeal, gc. Here, 1 fay, it's true, 
That at firſt, Reaſon, and other good means,might 
have maſtered the 1mprefſions, but being ſuffered 
to brood long upon the Mind, then (like a ſuffu- 
fion in the Eye) they tinfture and ftain it, artl 
every thing in this caſe appears 1n the colour of 
their own diteaſe. 

Now, certainly, a Delufion which thus over- 
takes a Man, muſt be call'd voluntary, and fo far 
culpable, though not in ts ſelf, yet in 1ts Sources 
and Cauies. *Tis juſt as we blame a Man, who 
through outragious Love, or exceffive Drinking, 
falls into Frenzies, the wildneſs of which, while it 
afts, he ſhall be fatally ſubject to, and yet ſurely 
his fottiſhneſs in contracting 1t, can't be calFd in- 
nocent. 

I do not doubt but ©: of Leyden as verily be- 
lhev'd himſelf that the King of Sion was come, when 
he ran nake©.!, 2nd beilow a it about the Streets-of 
Munſter ; as 76on of $:.*ford, that the had feen a. 
glorious Appearance of our Blefled Lord and 'Sa- 
viour preparing to Judge the YVorld, and to fave 
$701, and the Borders, that is Water-Stratford, and 
the Parts adjacent. | 

None can give better proof that 'they are-in ear- 
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ne$t, ( but for all that we muſt not call 'em fncere, ) 
than to venture their Lives upon it, as thoſe mi- 
ſerable Wretches did in Germany, with Venz,Creator 
ſpiritus, always in their mouths; and as Hacket 
and Venner, and his Fifth- Monarchy- Men here in 
England, appealing as Solemnly to God as theſe 
Witnefles of Mr. Maſon's did, ( in their Pamphlet 
call'd, Two Witneſſes to the Mid-Night-Cry, ) and 
praying as long as they had breath. 

If a Man was Sincere, he would hear an Argu- 
ment, but all the Arguments in the World are in- 
ſignificant to ſuch as think they can confront them 
by a Viſton or Revelation, 

Dr. More, in his Myſtery of Godlineſs, tells us, 
That Enthuſraſtick Madneſs 1s never diſjoyned from 
the higheſt kind of Pride, even there where it ſeems 
to be mo$Þ humble. For the attributing nothing to 
it ſelf, but that all its Knowledge and Power 1s 
immediately from God, is nothing elſe bur an 
oſtentation of an higher kind of Power, and more 
infallible way of Knowledge than other Mortals 
have ; of which Mahomet's Viſion is a lively Re- 
preſentation. 

It is ſome-what pitiable indeed, when the Stu- 
dy of the Scriptures proves an occaſion of ſuch 
Delufions. But Manna us'd otherwiſe than by Di- 
vine Preſcription, bred Worms, and ſtank, Nor is 
it 
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it ſtrange, that Perſons who have fits of our firſt 
Mother, ( Curioſity, and Pride, and Itch after for- 
bidden Knowledge.) ſhould grow giddy, by look- 
ing down upon depths of Speculation, which the 
Drwvine Spirit has interdiced our ſearch into. Such 
are in particular, our Lord's preciſe time of Com- 
ing to Judgment, the punctual Seaſon of his Re- 
ſtoring the Kingdom to Iſrael, which the Father 
has put in his own power. 

The Truth is, the Opinion of the Chihafts, had 
need be exceedingly. weeded and prun'd, or elſe it 
will bewitch the Imagination, and raviſh the lower 
Man with gay and glittering forms of the Empire 
of the Saints, the New Feruſalem, Enthroning of 
Chriſt, &c. Or elſe it will, not only divert us 
from the ExpeQation of a more Heavenly Bliſs, 
and invite us to fit down on this fide Fordan ; but 
it will, if purſu'd home, ſap the Foundation of our 
Lord's Spiritual Kingdom , by interpreting the 
Prophecies of it to an earthly Senſe. But to pro- 
ceed;---Could that Man be pertettly Sincere, who 
(when he was by Office and Duty, a Guide and In- 
ſtrucor of the Ignorant ) never minded that of 'S. 
Paul, advifing Men not to be ſoon ſhaken in mind, nor 
to be troubled, neither by ſpirit, nor by word, nor by let- 
ter, diftated by a truly divine ſpirit, as that the day of 
ChriSt was at band. 

H Could 
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Could he be in all parts of Duty Sincere, and 
yet take no notice that tearching of the Scriptures, 
judging of our telves what is right, provingall things 
that we may hold faft that which is good, are du- 
ties © 

Alas! Sincerity abliges us to do all we can to 
know. the beſt, as well as to aft A to the 
beſt of our Knowledpe. 

A rational Believer 1s not anly to believe wil- 
lingly what God ſays, but is alſa to uſe diligence 
in ſearching whether God has (aid it. 

Supine Credulity and' negled& of this, is often- 
times a cauſe that Man 1s given'over-to a i. ad 
bate Mind, or undiſcerning- Underſtanding.” 

Sincerity muſt rake in moral' Prudence, (which-1s 
the perfe&ion and vertue of the judging Powers 
- within us) tomake it compleat ; and then the eye 
of the Mind will be kept clear and perſpicacious ; 
then will all corporeal Impreffions be duly exa- 
min'd, and brought to a true Teſt, and juſt Light, 
whereby may be. diſcover'd what is ſolidly true, 
and fincerely good, 

This will enable us to form Perſuafions about 
divine Matters, not only confident and vigorous, 
( for ſtrength of Perception 1s not always a badg 
of Truth, but alſo true, Subſtantial and Real, I 
mean ſuch as will approve themſelves to all Impar- 
tial Enquirers. The 
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The more we are enclin'd fo curioſities by our 

natural Temper, we ſhould the more nicely and 
curiouſly tinſpea our Phantaſms, and examine our 
own Conceits. 
' The negle& of this I take to be the great cauſe 
of Mr: Maſon's miſcarriage, and therefore it grieves 
my very heart to think, that Men who pretend to 
Senſe, yea, and Religion too, ſhould ( out of 
fondneſs to any Man's perſon ) ſo ſtate the Que- 
fon, as if they were more ſuſpicious of Ged than 
Man. .' E- 

Shall we call this Charity, to be unjaſt ? 

Shall we be unjuſt to Go, who cannot Err, 
that we may be charitable to Man, who at beſt is 
prone to 1t ? No, no, Let God be true, and every 
Man a liar. | 

If we are nawilling to Judge the Man evil, till. 
we ſee his wickedneſs; Let us, at leaft, * never 
think ill of God, 'till we can be affur'd of Man's 
Sincerity ;- and becaufe that can never be certain- 
ly diſcover'd,we muſt never admit the leaſt thought 
that may poſhbly reflec on God. 

1 fay not this for want of a farther Anſwer, for 

I could be full of Argument, let the Queſtion be 

ſtated how it will; but I car't-forbear expreſſing 

my reſentment and indignation againft* all ſuch, 

as would rob, as would dethrone God, that they 
| H 2 may 
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may Deitie a Man, and that chiefly for being out 
of the way. 

If they love Mr, Maſon, becanſe he was avod; 
one would think they ſhould love God too for his 
goodneſs ; becauſe their beloved Mr. Maſon could 
have no goodneſs but what he receiv'd from Him. 
And if they love him for any other qualification, 
they do but careſs an ImperfeCtion, and hug a De- 
lufon ; they do but tread in the ſteps of the Hea- 
thons, who deity'd their Paſſions and Diftempers; 
they imitate the Zurks, who to this day, count 
mac and epileptick People Sacred. Peſſima res eft 

rum aporbenfþ 's , O pro peſte intellecFus habends eft, 
Py wants :ccedit veneratio. Nov. org. Aph. 65. | 

Vain Creatures! That profets a 1eneration for 
the Man, hecauſe they thought him God-like and 

007, and at the tame time would admit a ſuppo- 
ial, That God 1s leſs than -good, and unlike Hlim- 
ſeif. I could----- Sed preſtat motos componere---- 

The Quety is, How it may conſiſt with the Divine 
Goodneſs to permit a man of no ill deſign, to fall into ſo 
great Deluftons © < 

Here, it 1s likely, ſome would have made no 
difficulty to anſwer round}y, TI hat 'tis no ways 
inconfiltent with God's Attributes, to convey a 
falſe Perfuaſtion in Religion into che-mind of his 
Creature, provided there be no moral turpitude in 
it. 
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t. But I cannot ſee why falſehood in Religion, 
ſhould claim Kindred with Heaven, by ſo near and 
immediate a deſcent. God 1s Light, and in Him 
1s no Darkneſs at- all ; nor can the ſame Fountain 
ſend out ſweet Waters and bitter. 1 hope we may 
reſolve the caſe on better grounds than theſe. For 
when God in his Wiſdom and Goodneſs had affor- 
ded us his word, and unconteſtable Revelation for 
our Light, and Reaſon for the Eye to diſcern it ; 
and had in the fundamental parts tranſmitted to us 
thoſe' Scriptures, interpreted to us by the holieſt 
and beſt of Men, the early Guides of the truly 
Catholick and Apoſtolich Church ; and had doneall it 
. could become a prudent Law-giver todo, to fore- 
warn*us of our danger 1n going aſtray, and to fence 
us in (while we are in purſuit of Iruth) by ſuch 
Precepts as theſe; 7 be wiſe unto ſobriety ; net to 
intrude into thoſe thi ings which we have not ſeen ; vain- 
ly puft up in our fleſhiy mind : To contend for the Faith 
which was once delivered unt1 the Saints, &c. Having 
done this, I fay, and much more to ſecure us ; 1 
ſee not how more could be expected at his gracious 
Hands. 

If after this, Mens fanciful Heads will -break 
through all reſtraints, and. over Hedge and Ditch 
foliow the W1ll with wp of Imaginations,and wan- 
dring Lights, it is a double injury to charge God 

of 
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of defetive Condudt. His Providence is no more 
bound to preſerve us from Error than from Sin, 
in a forcible way ; nor can 1t be any imputation 
upon his Goodneſs, that after the Provifion he has 
made to make all Men wiſe and good, there ſhould 
yet remain ſome wavering, or weak 1mm Faith, 
others fluttering after ſhining Fancies in a Scripture 
dreſs. 

Can we imagine [ruth dearer to Him than Ho- 
lineſs? Or, that bad Diet will not produce D1- 
ſtempers ? And curious and myſterious Studies in 
things too high for us, ſhould not end in vyapours 
and giddineſs ? 


As for Holineſs of Life (which the devout S1- 


ſter ſtands upon,) 'tis the ſame thing that was plea- 
ded for Pelagius, Socinus, and leveral others that 1 


_ - could name, who lead as vertuous Lives, and were 


as exemplary in their Converſations. But in plain 
Truth, Men of weak Judgments, and of devout 
AﬀeCtions, imprefhive Fancies, and indiſcreet Au- 
ſterities, will ever be obnox1ous, by the plain rea- 
ſon of the thing, to ſuch Temptations ; and there- 
fore I muſt tell ſuch Perſons, who have already o- 
vercome the reliſhes of the Fleth, that their pro- 

r Scene of LIrial and Virtue, lies in cleanfing 
themſelves from falthineſs of Spirit ; ſuch is Singu- 
larity, 
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larity, Newfangl' dnefs, Spiritual Pride, and do- 
+ ting on our Darling Opinions. 

The wholſome Words, and the ſound Doftrine, 

which the Apoftle mentions 1n his Epiſtles to T- 

_ mothy and Titus, do, (if not primarily fignifi'd) at 
leaſt imply (mens ſana ) the DodQrine of Men ſound 
in their Wits; and I am confirm'd in the thought; 
from the Words ſet in oppohition to themz. 

Fhus in the /zth of the firſt to Timothy, and the. 
fourth Verſe, im oppoſition to wholſome Words, we. 
read of. the Man that dotes abour Queſtions, that is... - 
fick or crazd, rg», Delirat ut fepe ſolent egroti,, 
ſays Grotrus. And Diodat explains it by a kind of. 
Frenzy, and violent Paſſion. Delirans mſtar. famine 
pica laborgntts, fays a' third, to troubled with the. 
Green Sickneſs of the Mind, that ( neglefFi4 fanis e- 
duliis, wel noxia, vel minus ſana, depertt ; ) he ltkes no- 
thing but what is unfound, and will encreaſe the- 
Diſtemper. And. Verſe the fifth, "tis oppesd by 

"  fernerſe Diſputings of men. of corrupt minds ; as' we 
read it; but think it ſhould be render'd, "the odd 
Dif outings of Men, that have their Underſtandings- 
perverted. 

Yea, I am apt to think that *tis call'd ſoun# Dv- 
Frine, in adirect oppoſition to the Doftrine of Merv: 
that are craz'd guoad hor, in oppofition-to the' Do- 
Gvine of the Kingdom, as they call it.. 

Titus. 
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Titus 1ſt and the 9th, Holding faft the Faithful 
Word, as he hath been taught, that he may be able - 
by ſound DoFrine, both to exhort and to convince. 
Cnncen- Not giving heed to Jewiſh Fables, Of which 
we know the chief was, T hat the Meſſiah was to 
ſet up a worldly Kingdom. Non intendentes fuda- 
ias Fabulis de Meſſia Rege terreno, de reſurrectione 
preore in his terris, ſays Grotius upon the place. 

But to draw toa Concluſion. Over-ſtraining of 
Devotion, produces more crazy Vifioniſts and En- 
thufiaſts, than any one Cauſe whatſoever : And 
when, like Turkiſh Derviſes, Men have grown gid- 
dy and entranc'd by Penfiveneſs, long Faſting and 
Rigour ( unreaſonable and unſupportable to Na- 
ture, the nextoſtep 1s, that they ſhall entitle their 
ſeveral Fancies to ſome Sacred regard, and deliver 
Dreams for Oracles. And would you have God 
work Miracles for ſuch Mens ſecurity, who has 
declared, He delights not in the Sacrifice of Fools. 

No----- We may juſtly leave them to walk in 
the Fires that they have kindled, partly by colli- 
fion of Hard and Apocalyptick Paſlages againſt one 
another, and partly by hardſhips upon their Na- 
tures of their own impoſing ; which raiſes the Lee 
of Melancholy in their Humours and Blood, and 
difturbs the Inftruments of Reaſon, and the Animal 
Spirits, or chaſes them into too rapid or vertiginous 
Motions; 
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Motions; as a mere Fire-ftick whirl'd about, ſhall 
appear a Circle, or a Globe of Fire. 

Let us not then be angry at the nature of things, 
nor ſuſpe& the Almighty Goodneſs, becauſe his 
Wiſdom did not pertmit him to exert his miracu- 
lous Power to undecetve his Creatare, who did all 
he could to cheriſh his Diftemper, and make much 
of the Deluſion. | 

2. But S?condly; Whereas you ſay it is not to 
be conceiv'd, how God ſhould ſuffer ſo holy and 
good a Man to be deceiv'd ; 1 beſeech you, for 
God's ſake, to conſider again, that we can at moſt 
| but gueſsat Man's Goodneſs. 

The inward Principle ( which alone can give 
him his due Epithet) is unknown to us. In Cha- 
rity we judge well where the Evil is not apparent ; 
but we know a Man may be ſuperſtitious in avoid- 
ing Superſtition, or be over-credulous for fear of 
falling into Unbelief; a Man may pride himſelf 
in his Humylity, and his breathing after a more 
pure way, may be nothing more than an affeCta- 
tion of Singularity. And withal I muſt fay, it 
gives one ſome cauſe to ſuſped& this, where we ſee 
People affect a Set of new and peculiar Phraſes ; 
as, banging upon the Skirts of Chriſt, getting of Oil, 
with twenty more ſuch like canting expreſſions, 
that I could name. 

I We 
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We may well make a demur to the plea of Ho- 
linels, becauſe it is often misjudged by its being 
meaſured by the Standards of a Party. , Hair 
Shirts and Diſcipline, are in ſome places marks of 
Grace; and elſewhere, a Man commences Sant, 
by moroſe Zeal, from ſour Faces, and extempore 
Eftutions. 

. Though he might mean well, yet his fins of 
{snorance might deſerve CorreCtion. 

Sins of Ignorance, we know, are puniſhable in 
the whole Congregation, and they become thereby 
guilty ; as 1s lain from Lev. 4.13. and _ 
'Ss a Sacrifice order'd upon their account, v. 

But Ignorance 1s almoſt inſufferable 1n the Prief, 
whoſe buſineſs it is to know the Will of God, and 
to inſtruct others. | 

If he inftructs his Hearers amiſs, it may (it is 
likely) extenuate their Guilt in ſome meaſure ; 
but I can't but think, that He himſelf muſt pay for 
it. And therefore it is obſervable in the fore- 
nam'd Chapter, ( where he ſpeaks of fins of Ig- 
norance, and of them only, ) Moſes begins firſt 
with the Prieſt, verſe 3. If the Prieſt that is a- 
nointed do fin according fo - ſin of the —_ Ne XX 
ſhould have been render'd, If the Priest jan to the 
fin or guilt of the People, (i. e. To make them inful 
or guilty : To cauſe the People to fin, as it is well 
render'd 


render'd by the Seventy, ) by giving them Matter to 
offend, either by DoFrine or Example, as Tremellius 
explains it. This, though it be done out of igno- 
rance, requires an Offering greater than is order'd 
for the common People, verſe 28. yea, greater 
than for a Ruler, verſe 22. And therefore I con- 
clude the Sin in a Prieſt ( though it be of 1gno- 
rance) 1s much greater than the like fin in any o- 
ther. He that cauſes many others to ſin, 'tis fit he 
ſhould be delnded, that many others may learn Righte- 
ouſneſs. 

If it be enquir'd, Wherein did Ne cauſe others 
to fin? I may tell you in a few inſtances out of 
many, vV1Z. 

By negleQing the Rites and Offices of the Church, 
he caus'd others to neglect them. 

He caus'd many of the neighbouring Pariſhes to 
forſake their Paſtors. 

He occafion'd many worthy Miniſters of Chrift 
to be cenſur'd, becauſe they would not violate 
their Conſctences, and do as he did. 

He occafion'd a Separation, and- encourag'd 
Schiſm. 

How great a Sin this 1s, 1 ſhall not now deter- 
mine, but be it as great as it will, tis I am fure 
far greater in a Miniſter of Chris ( though I ſay 
nothing of his Subſcriptions and Oaths ) than it 
= can 
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can be in another , becauſe his main bulineſs 1s to 
preach up Union, and to oppoſe thoſe who would 
cauſe Diviſiens. | fay farther, be 1t as great as it 
will in the People, and greater in the Paſtor, it will 
{til be an aggravation of it at this time, when ſo 
many new Sects are brooding.------- 

Again, His diſmal apprehenfions of an Eternal 
Decree, which {12d damn'd the major part of Man- 
kind, mov'd the fiery Spirits of many. of his Hear- 
ers, to aſpire to the ſame whole-ſale Condemna- 
tion. 

In a word, He made a great number to neglect 
their Familtes, their Buſinefs and Calling, and to 
lead a ſanter.ng life all the Week long. 

4. Laſtly, Though we ſhould ſtill grant that he 
meant well, yet God might have ſeveral good Ends 
in {uffering this Deluhon. Namel 

1. That other Men may be the more thankful, 
that God hath kept 'em within the compaſs of his 
revealed Will, and all juſt Moderation, as Biſhop 
Fall ſpeaks it, Solll. Mo. and that they whom he 
hath bleſt with Witdom, and a diſcerning Spurit, 
might the better content themſelves with their 
ſhare, (Caſaub. p. 47.) atid be the more heartily 
thankful for that which he there calls the higheſt 
v1it of God ( Grace excepted, which 1s the Refor- 
mation of it) nameiy, ſound Reaſon. 


2. There 
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2. There may be another end of this Divine 
Permiſhon of an Error, viz. Becauſe ſome certain 
earthy and heavy Complexions are hereby invea- 
gled into the ways of Holineſs, and ftirr'd up by. 
that vehemency and zeal usd by ſuch Perſons, to. 
bethink themſelves of the powers of the World to. 
- come; when calmer Exhortations, though joyn'd: 
with cloſer Reaſonings, would have been altoge- 
ther unſucceſsful. And though this indeed be a: 
way of Preaching Chriſt, that 1s ( in the main )- 
unwarrantable, and unſafe, yet we know St. Paul, 
when the P1 1nciple was Envy and Strife that aQtu- 
ated the Preacher, rejoyc'd neverthelels that Chriſt: 
was Preacl ad,. either in pretence or truth. 

2. 11 W orthy of God to ſuffer 1t, becauſe here-- 
by an che is adminiftred to the Guides of the: 
Church, to exerciſe their vigilance, and their gifts- 
of diſcerning of Spirits, in a ſober and rational ex-- 
amination of every confident Pretender. The pi-- 
ous and prudent exerting of ſuch their Authority, 
and Care, being a thing of manifeſt tendency to. 
the ſafety of the Flock, and to the magnitying of: 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, in all the Genuine and- 
Apoſtolical methods of 1ts promotion. | 

. God's Timing of the permiſſion of this Delu-- 
ſion, makes it a more ſignal act of his good Provi-: 
dence. When Liberty i in Religion had made Men: 
Licen=- 
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Licentious, when a moſt gracious Indulgence has 
been abus'd to Extravagancies ; then, then does it 
pleate God to futter this Delufion, that all Men 
may be certih'd of the danger of Enthuſraftick Prin- 
cipies, both to Church and State. News ſatis credit 
tantum 940% 2. quantum permit , aleo intulgent 
”m 1 latue ipfe, ſays the Satyrift, Juv. Sat. 14. 

To conclude all, I (hal) 1 in the lait place give 
a Parallel caſe which we meet with in the 1 WC Jap, 
of the Fart Book of Kings, of the Man of Ged out of 
Fudan, by tne Word of the Lord, unto Bethel. 

W hileſt © fer oboam itood by the Altar to offer In- 
cenſe, he cry'd againſt the Altar in the Word of the 
Lord, and faid, O Altar, Altar! Thus ſaith the 
Lord, &. His Meflage anger 'd Feroboam, and he 
put torth his hand againft him, and 1t dried up. 
Hereupon Feroboam defir'd the Man of God to pray 
for him, that his hand might be reſtor'd. He did, 
and it facceeded. And the Altar was rent, as he 
foretold. "i he King then invites him home, by 
promiſes of a Reward, as well as Refreſhment. 
But the ian 5 God ſaid unto the King, If thou 
wiit 1916 me kaif ny houſe, I will not go in with thee, 
neither will I eat £read, or drink Water in this place, 
for ſo it was charg"d me by the Word of the Lord, Eat 
no Brea. «+ rink Water, nor turn again by the ſame 
way at 794 cameſt ; ſo he went another way, &C. 
Atter 
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After this there was an old and Lying Prophet in 
Bethel, that follows him, and finds him fitting un- 
der an Oak, ( faint, perhaps, and weary, ) and 
ſmoothly invites him to * his Houſe to eat Bread. 
But he immediately anſwers, I may not, neither 
will I, 'for I was forbid by the Word of the Lord. 
When the cunning old Prophet found he was ſuf- 
ficient Proof againſt his Invitation, he then pre- 
tends a Revelation ( which he thought a proper 
Bait for a Man that way given.) I am a Prophet al- 
ſo (fays he) as thou art, and an Angel ſpake unto me 
by the Word of the Lord, ſaying, Bring him back with. 
thee, into thine Hoafe,, that he may eat Bread, and. 
drink Water, ( but he Ijed unto him.) So be went back. 
with him, and"did-eat Bread, and drink Water. Which 
he had no ſooner done, but the fame falſe Prophet 
that deluded him, pronounc'd his Sentence , and 
as he returns, a Lion met him by the way, and fly him, 
and his carcaſs was caſt in the way, and the Aſs ſtood by 
it ; the Lion alſo ſtood by the carcaſs. 

Here now 1 would fairly ask, Whether this fan 
of God did not deſervedly ſuffer without any poth- 
ble refletion upon God's goodneſs? _ | 

- For he had as much affurance as it was poſſible 
for Man to receive, of the Mind of God: 

The ſign of the Prophecy came to paſs, the wi- 
thered Hand' was reſtored at his Prayer, and - 
find. 
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find him ſo undoubtedly fatisfy'd of it, that he de- 
nied the King's Meat or Treaſures. | 

And ſhould he not (do you think) have deny'd 
the old Prophet too, notwithſtanding all his warm 
Words, and Angelical Pretences ? 

He ſhould not ( you muſt needs ſay) have left a 
certainty for an uncertainty : He was certain that 
the firſt Order was the Mind of God, and there- 
fore he ought to have obſerv'd it, 'til! he had re- 
ceiv'd from God himſelf (with the fame, or equal 
evidence) as poſitive Orders to the contrary. Tus 
ſaith the Lord, v. 21. Foraſmuch as thou haſt diſobeyed 
THE MOUTH, OF THE LORD, and 
ha$t not kept the Commandment which the Lord thy God 
hath commanded thee, &c. Pracepit tibi, *upaknes ſays 
Grotius, (and adds, Virorum laudatorum faCta non lau- 
danda quoties adferuntur in ſacris literis , ſolet alzquid 
addi, unde intelligamus 1d non probari, ) commanded 
thee with an Emphafis. When the Scripture men- 
tions the 11] a&tions of good Men, it commonl 
adds ſomewhat to ſhow the diſlike of1t. Now I dare 
ſay, there is nothing can be objected againſt this 
nameleſs Man of God, that may not be as fairly 
urg'd againſt our Neighbour, who had the Name 
of a Prophet, and nothing elle. 

Our Nerghbour had long fince known the true 
Mind of God reveal'd in his Word, and was well 


acquainted 
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acquainted with. the evidences that confirm'd it to 
be his. He had ſeen the good effeRts that it had 
wrought on others, and had experienc'd the reno- 
vation it had wrought on his mind. It had taught. 
him to deny all manner of Invitations..to ſenſual 
Gratifications, it had made him above the Pleaſures 
or the Profits of the World ; it had taught him to 
be empty of himſelf, that he might be falV'd with 
(God, 

But when he had made ſo great a-progreſs in the 
right way, whilſt he is penfive and thoughtful, and 
languiſhing almoſt for a more bliſsful eſtate, the Decei- 
ver overtakes him, ſollicits him ('tis probable) to 
return, and promiſes that very refreſhment upon 
Earth, for, which he langui/h'd. At firſt he could 
anſwer the SuggeFion boldly, The Word of the 
Lord bas forbid me to expe&# my refreſhment here. But 
when 1t pretends to be the Voice of God, for God's 


ſake, then he diſobeys his word, and entitles the 


Deluſion to a Divine Impulſe. - 


Thus is he entertain'd. for four or five Years, 
and then God thought it fit, that the ſame falſe 
Spirit that firſt impos'd upon him, ſhould perfect 
the Delufion, with which he dy'd. Bene ore mal: 
Prophete ſententiam 'mortis accepit, cujus ſeduftione a 
praceptis vite declinavit, ut inde penam veraciter ſu- 
meret 
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meret,, unde cylpam negligenter admiſit,, ſays Greg. on. 
the Death of the Man of God. 
Nor can any thing that 1 know of. be ſaid for 
Mr. Maſon, that may not more fairly” be. pleaded 
for the /an of God. 
If you plead that bis Error was not 'wilfal, the 
fame may be ſaid for the Man of. God'; and Igno- 


rance or Negligence under the Law, was not ſo 


cu/pable as it 1s under the Goppel. 6 
If you ſay that Mr. Maſon had. many grounds 


for his compliance ; 'tis anfwer'd, the Man of God. 


had as many, and more reaſonable.. 


Mr. Maſon's Friends I have heard plead, That 


there has been formerly ſupernatural Impulles ;. 


and therefore he being a. truly good' Man, had” 
reaſon to expect and believe them. But may not 


the ſame be better, urg'd for the other's relying 


upon the old Prophet, when communications 'of. 


that Nature were more frequent ; .and he might 
modeſtly think, Why ſhould not this old Prophet 
have a Revelation as well as. my ſelf ? 

But Mr. Maſon, they fay, had ſomething in 
Scripture to countenance the Suggeſtion. Suppoſe 
it was fo, yet his Anonymous Predeceſfour had. 
much more ; for did not God countermand to A- 

braham the Sacriticing of his Son? And was not 
Balaam, 


the Lion did not devour the Carcaſs, when 1t had* 
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Balkamj that” had been forbiddeti, bick A ffrmands: 
to gp withche Meſlengers; - Numb. 2 22. 
eſe; and 'ſucli like Inſtances, might more re-- 
» tionally: perſuade; than'two'or three obſcure Texts, 
"fall,of Myſtical Allufions: . 

But+ notwithſtanding all-thisithatimightbe-ſaid? 
forthe Man of Godz-ar Lion met- bit by the way arc 
flewhimi. 

I urge not this, becauſesT would have: itthought 
that Miu Mufon's well-mawmiligimidg'nbt ini ſome mnbas- 
fare leſſen his guilt, and his Vapours more. ButT+ 
would have thoſe confiderations be of what force 
they .can to extenuate the Crime ; becauſe 1 find” 


deftroy'd the Han.. And. I would-be-glad-to-have- 
it. thought, that the poor deluded People were leſs- 
culpable, than their Teacher ; becauſe the Aſs that- 
ſtood by (and went only as he was driven, } though. 
he was in danger, had no hurt, 

However, it ſhould be i-warning to every one 
( that is not quite rid of his Senſes) never to cleave. 
to any Man's Opinion out of admiration to - his 
Perſon, but to make God only Soveraign Lord of. 
his Faith, It ſhould. teach-us, that-r: 
the illumination of the Mind ; yo when it is in a- 
calm Spirit, is the beſt Inſpiration we have grounds 
fo - 
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to expe&t. That the Method for our Salvation be- 
ing long, fince eſtabliſh'd, we have no. reaſon to 
look for any farther Revelation. In -a word, it 
ſhould teach us to be careful in matter of Religi- 
on, to keep within the due bounds of God's Re- 
vealed Will, and ſo to endeavour the advance- 
ment of the common Good, as that a pious Zeal 
may not draw in Confufion; nor by a miſtake rear 
up the Walls of Babel, whilft we intend Feruſa- 
ſalem ; as the Devout Biſhop Hall moſt piouſly ad- : 
viſes. Z TPGTR 


